
Bridges Out OF Poverty: A Community Approach



Why Bridges Out of Poverty?  

• December 2013- National trainer 
introduced 150 professionals to 
“Bridges Out of Poverty” in Central 
Virginia. Funding was provided by Casey 
Family Programs. 
• 2014 Community collaboration 

presentations and meetings.  
• December 2014- National trainer 

introduced Bridges to 440 professionals 
in Central Virginia. 
• Early 2015 Central Virginia Steering 

Committee and sub-committees were 
established and now meet quarterly.



http://www.ahaprocess.com/the-model/ 

http://www.ahaprocess.com/the-model/
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Registers of Language

Register Explanation
Frozen Language that is always the same. For example: 

Lords Prayer, wedding vows, pledge of 
allegiance, etc. 

Formal The standard sentence syntax and word choice 
of work and school. Has complete sentences and 
specific word choices.

Consultative Formal register when used in conversation. 
Discourse pattern not quite as direct as formal 
register.

Casual Language between friends and is characterized 
by a 400 to 800 work vocabulary. Word choice 
general and not specific. Conversation 
dependent upon non-verbal assists. Sentence 
syntax often incomplete.

Intimate Language between lovers or twins. Language of 
sexual harassment. 



If an individual depends upon a random episodic story structure 
for memory pattern, lives in a unpredictable environment, and 
does not have the ability to plan, then… 

The Individual cannot plan. 

If an individual cannot plan, he/she cannot predict. 

If an individual cannot predict, then he/she cannot identify cause 
and effect. 

If an individual cannot identify cause and effect, he/she cannot 
identify consequences. 

If an individual cannot identify consequences, he/she cannot 
control impulsivity. 

If an individual cannot control impulsivity, he/she has an 
inclination to criminal behavior.  







Future orientation, choice and power 

“If you choose, then you have chosen” 

•What did you do? 
•When you did that, what did you want? 
•What are 4 other things you could have done 
instead? 
•What will you do next time?





What is a Sustainable Community ?


